William S. "Bill" Ray
June 5, 1925 - June 8, 2019

William S. Ray, 94, of Rossville left his earthly home on June 8, 2019 to be with the Lord
whom he loved and served all of his life. Born June 5, 1925 in Van Wert, Ohio, to William
Fernam and Louise Ray, Bill was the 8th generation of Rays where the first son was
named William. The family returned to Illinois when he was 3 where as a child of the Great
Depression, he developed a strong work ethic, a deep faith, and a stubborn determination
that would create the proud, compassionate man whom his family and friends loved.
Bill’s lifelong love of learning began at home and continued in a one room school. He
graduated early from Sidney High School in 1943 so he could attend the University of
Illinois for a semester before enlisting in the US Navy on his 18th birthday. As a midshipman, he continued his education at Notre Dame and Cornell University. He was
commissioned as an Ensign in 1945 and assigned to the USS Indianapolis which was
carrying the atomic bomb to be dropped on Japan. Because of the high security
surrounding the ship and its mission, he never boarded the ship and it was sunk by a
Japanese torpedo after delivering the bomb components. He completed his active duty on
the USS Nashville as part of the Admiral’s staff. The Nashville was part of Cruiser Division
5 which was assigned to accept the surrender of Japanese troops in Shanghai who
refused to surrender to the Chinese. He was honorably discharged from the Naval
reserves as a ltjg in 1958. Like many of the greatest generation who were determined to
save our liberty and the free world and were fortunate enough to return home, he lived his
life grateful for his blessings proudly serving his God and country.
After returning home in 1946, Bill completed his degree at the University of Illinois where
he graduated in 1947 on time with his original class. He and Rosella Downs were married
on August 3rd, 1947. He then taught school and coached basketball and baseball at
McLean High School. After a successful 4 years, Bill and Rosella accepted an offer to
return to farming and the independent lifestyle they had loved as children. They spent one
year in Chenoa before settling in Funk’s Grove near McLean on the farm where they
would raise their family and continue their life of faith, hard work, and service for the next
27 years.
Bill displayed his love for young people with his involvement with them by coaching Little
League and a church basketball team, being a church youth group leader, or by just being

“Grandpa” to many kids beyond his own family.
Bill and Rosella fulfilled their dream of owning their own farm when they took a leap of
faith and a financial risk to purchase the Christman Farm east of Rossville which is still
farmed by their family and they named Raynbow Acres. Rossville has been home since
they moved there in 1975. Bill retired from active farming in 1987 but continued to work
hard. He continued to work as long as he could including mowing his own yard until this
year. He took great pride in his farm and his retirement home in Rossville, but he also
greatly enjoyed winters in Florida with his family and friends there.
In retirement, Bill enjoyed his grandchildren, woodworking, and golf. Each grandchild and
great-grandchild has a special wooden truck, trunk, or jewelry box made by grandpa that
they can treasure. As the oldest member at Hubbard Trail Country Club, he was still
golfing last year with his buddies in the old timer’s league and his friends in Florida. Also, it
is fun to say that he was able to golf with his great-grandchildren.
A life-long Methodist, Bill served the United Methodist Churches in McLean, Chenoa, and
Rossville in many capacities including Sunday School teacher, Chairman of the trustees
and lay speaker. He also participated in many mission trips and activities. Through the
years, Bill was involved in community and school organizations including the American
Farm Bureau. He was a member of the American Legion for 72 years. He was called upon
to use his business expertise when he was elected Chairman of the Board of Carribean
Isles in Florida when the park residents purchased the park to become one of the first
resident owned corporations.
Bill Ray loved his family. He is survived by his wife Rosella, his sister Mary Helen Moser
Jedlick; four children: Cathy Douglass (Jerry), Chris Mount (John), and William Robert
“Bob” (Mary Jo) and his foster son David Ealy (Sandy). Nine grandchildren: Garrett
(Heather) Douglass, Annette (Ryan) Moravec, Kara (Shane) Dowell, Tammy Knight (Craig
Canfield), William Gregory Ray, Bradly Ray, Brian Ealy (Janice), William Benjamin Ealy
(Justine), and Patrick Ealy (Laura), a godson John McCalla (Kim), and a chosen
grandchild from Peru, Sofia Delgado. Nineteen great-grandchildren and one great-great
grandchild.
Services for Bill will be held at the Rossville United Methodist Church, 116 Maple St.
Rossville, IL, on Thursday, June 13 at 10:30 A.M. with Pastor Chris Quick officiating.
Visitation will be held at the church from 3-7 P.M. on Wednesday and one hour before the
funeral. Burial will be in the Rossville Cemetery. Military rites will be accorded by the
Hoopeston American Legion Post #384.
Memorials may be donated to the Rossville United Methodist Church or Mustard Seed
Christian Daycare.
The family would like to thank Iroquois Memorial Hospice for their excellent care, so Bill
was able to stay at home and Anderson Funeral Home for making all the funeral
arrangements.
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Comments

“

Sending prayers and words of comfort as you celebrate the life of " Bill ". I know that
Heaven has a new angel...….

Jim Bauer - June 12 at 04:05 PM

“

Lance and I are deeply sorry for your family’s loss. Sending prayers to you all

Lance & Tina Deck - June 11 at 10:34 AM

“

I loved being around Uncle Bill! He always made me laugh. When I was in high
school and visited Gram in Florida for spring break, a man who I could not
understand asked me if I was related to “Bullray.” I said, “No, I don’t know who that
is.” Ever since then, Uncle Bill introduced himself to me every time I saw him!

Jamey Briscoe - June 11 at 07:52 AM

“

We extend our sympathy, thoughts, love & prayers to Bill's family in our loss of a
great Christian man. Sincerely, Cheryl (Crain) Whelan & Michael in Bloomington, IL.

Cheryl Whelan - June 10 at 09:11 PM

“

We are so very sorry for your loss. Even though we ware unable to attend the
visitation or funeral, please know our prayers are with your entire family during this
difficult time. Bill was a wonderful friend and will be missed by so many. Our sincere
sympathy. Carol and Ralph Morgan

Carol Morgan - June 10 at 08:31 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 10 at 07:18 PM

“

Paul Laverty Amy Coffman & family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
William S. "Bill" Ray.

Paul Laverty Amy Coffman & family - June 10 at 05:23 PM

“

Dear Rosella and Family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time. We look forward to seeing
the "old boy" again in the great farm in the sky! May God's blessings comfort you.
With love, Carl and Melody Mesiti

Carl Mesiti - June 10 at 03:32 PM

“

Bill's life was one to truly be honored... an incredible person that I'm very blessed to
have known.

Lauri Toner - June 10 at 03:25 PM

“

You all have my deepest sympathy. Bill was a wonderful man and will be missed by
many. RIP...
Judy Barker Hohenzy

Judy Barker Hohenzy - June 10 at 12:32 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 10 at 11:09 AM

“

Dearest Rosella and Family,
We are sorry to learn of the loss of Bill. He was always a delightful fellow to chat and
sing with. I recall church dinners where he was brave enough to join me in song.
There are good memories of Bill. We pray for comfort for you and your family.
Sincerely,
Pennie and Sabrina Koenig

Pennie Koenig - June 10 at 10:43 AM

“

GREG & SHARON POTTER purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of
William S. "Bill" Ray.

GREG & SHARON POTTER - June 10 at 10:19 AM

“

Donald Carol Anderson lit a candle in memory of William S. "Bill" Ray

Donald Carol Anderson - June 10 at 08:18 AM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 09 at 11:01 PM

“

VICKIE ALLISON lit a candle in memory of William S. "Bill" Ray

VICKIE ALLISON - June 09 at 09:42 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 09 at 07:57 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 09 at 07:38 PM

“

I will always remember Bill for the Biblical knowledge he shared with me. He led an
Old Testament study on a Wednesday nights years ago and sparked a love of Bible
study in my heart.
Well done, good and faithful servant.

Chelsea Foster - June 09 at 07:37 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 09 at 07:16 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill" Ray.

June 09 at 06:52 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. "Bill"
Ray.

June 09 at 06:02 PM

