Michael "Mike" Warden Ward

June 26, 1923 - April 17, 2018

Michael “Mike” Warden Ward passed away at 7:25 A.M. Tuesday April 17, 2018 at
Heritage Health Therapy and Senior Living in Hoopeston, IL, at the age of 94. He was
born June 26, 1923 in Brighton, England and came to this country with his mother, Ivy
Ward, at the age of four. He was orphaned at age twelve and raised by friends of his
mother in Geneseo, New York.

He graduated from Geneseo High School, and was a graduate of Dartmouth College of
Hanover, New Hampshire with a degree in Business. He also served in the United States
Navy as a lieutenant, j.g. Administration.

His career was spent entirely in the Food Processing Industry. Mike was a plant manager
with the Bird’s Eye Frozen Goods division in Avon, New York. He worked in sales and
marketing management with FMC Corp., as well as BFM Machinery Corp. in lllinois and
Wisconsin. He represented the Dutch company, Stork Amsterdam in the sale of large
processing systems in the United States for ten years before retiring in 1996.

Following retirement, he and his wife Jane spent their time between Holmes Beach, FL
and Hoopeston.

Mike had been a Rotarian in New York and lllinois. He was a past Commander of the
American Legion Post #294 in Avon, N.Y., and a member of Post #384 in Hoopeston for
many years.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Mary Ann and daughter, Martha Ann, as well
as his second wife, Jane Verbeke Ward.

Survivors include three children, Steve (Mary Jean) Ward of Millersville, MD, Susan (the
late Mark) Drollinger of Hoopeston, IL, and Daniel (Charlotte) Ward of Pomona, IL; four
step-children, Allen (Georgine) Verbeke of Hillsdale, IL, Steve (Linda) Verbeke of Silvis, IL,
Denise (Michael) Sheppard of Champaign, IL, and Michael (Maria) Verbeke of Rossville,
IL; as well as numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Per his wishes, he was cremated, and a graveside service will be held at 2:00 P.M.
Saturday May 5, 2018 at Floral Hill Cemetery in Hoopeston, IL, with Pastor Bruce
McQuigg officiating. Military rites will be accorded by the Hoopeston American Legion Post
#384. A celebration of life will be held at the Hoopeston American Legion following the
graveside service.



In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Special Olympics (Jane’s favorite
charity) 605 E. Willow St. Normal, IL 61761, or to a charity of the donor’s choice.
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Comments

“ Condolences for your loss, Susie.
A

Jill Clements - May 12, 2018 at 06:13 AM

“ Susie Drollinger lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward
A

Susie Drollinger - May 03, 2018 at 11:17 AM

e

“ Many laughs and good times with the group at HTCC!!! May his laugh and spirit stay
with us . God Bless Susie and family. Continued prayers for healing and comfort

Rebecca Luttrell - May 02, 2018 at 09:39 AM

“ Shirley Meunier lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward
A

Shirley Meunier - May 02, 2018 at 09:26 AM



“ Shirley Meuniet lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward
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Shirley Meuniet - May 02, 2018 at 09:25 AM

Margaret King - May 02, 2018 at 09:15 AM

“ Linda Drollinger lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward

Linda Drollinger - May 02, 2018 at 01:41 AM



“ Nina L Drollinger lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward

Nina L Drollinger - May 01, 2018 at 11:02 PM

“ George & Diane Dahlquist lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward
f

George & Diane Dahlquist - May 01, 2018 at 10:11 PM

“ To the family. Frank and | thought so much of Mike. Frank and Mike played golf
several times and had such a good time. He was always fun to be around and a

pleasure to call him friend. | know you will miss him as will we and all the people that
knew Mike.

Frank & Virginia Sheffield - May 01, 2018 at 07:49 PM

“ Gilbert Warner lit a candle in memory of Michael "Mike" Warden Ward

Gilbert Warner - May 01, 2018 at 02:30 PM



